
New Aplec pel Territori after the great 
fire last summer
The Coordinadora d'Estudis Eòlics del Comtat and the association El 
Rentonar have organized the 2nd Aplec pel Territori, to take place the next 
Sunday, January 29th. In response to the fires that struck our counties in 
August 2022, this is an open meeting attended by scientists, representatives 
of civil society, politicians and the people of the towns

Next Sunday, January 29th, in Benillup, at 11 a.m., the Coordinadora d'Estudis 
Eòlics del Comtat and El Rentonar have organized the 2nd Aplec pel territori (an 
open meeting for the countryside) this year motivated by the fire last summer. It 
aims to deal with major issues such as rural depopulation and agricultural 
abandonment.

The format of the gathering is new, we don't want the guest speakers to make 
speeches, but to listen to questions, concerns and suggestions that the 
people of the towns want to formulate. Only Enric Moltó, geographer and 
climatologist, will make a 30-minute intervention.

The invited speakers represent a group of experts from all sectors linked to the 
rural world:

• Javier Cendra: Mayor of Planes and Provincial Deputy.
• Javier Navarro: Mayor of Benillup.
• Rafael Climent: Conseller d'Economia Sostenible, Sectors Productius, 

Comerç i Treball (Valencian Minister of Sustainable Economy, Productive 
Sectors, Trade and Labour). 

• Imma Orozco: Secretària Autonòmica de Política Territorial, Urbanisme i 
Paisatge (Valencian Secretary of Territory Policy, Urban Planning and 
Landscape).

• Rosa Pardo: Directora General de Política Territorial i Paisatge (Territory and 
Landscape Policy).

• David Torres: Director General de Desenvolupament Rural (Rural 
Development)

• Mauro Ferrando: Young farmer and worker at the Millena mill.
• Isabel Sancho: Councilwoman of Fageca, Expert of Economic Promotion in 

Cocentaina linked to the promotion of rural tourism.
• Òscar Ponsoda: Hunters Society of Famorca.
• Adán Lloret: Forest firefighter at the Font Roja.
• Alejandro Molina: President of the cooperative Cofrudeca of Bèlgida and 

Coarval.
• Artemi Cerdà: Geographer, university professor and farmer.
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In the second half of August, a fire struck our territory, burning more than 12,000 
hectares and a perimeter of 100 km. This fire, originated spontaneously in a dry 
storm, burned at high speed from Pego to Benimassot. Some towns had to be 
evacuated and many of us lived with an ache in our hearts as the flames advanced. 
The numerous teams worked tirelessly on both this fire and the Begís fire.

After this fire in all the towns a general feeling arose that it was necessary to do 
something to fight against depopulation and against all the other problems of the 
rural world.

From that moment, both associations considered that something had to be done to 
understand what was happening with the big fires and what was the foreseeable 
future. A change in the trend in diagnoses prompted the need to reflect on the 
phenomenon. On the one hand, the idea is not to avoid fire but to know what we 
should do when it happens, because it will happen; and, on the other hand, the fires 
acquire large dimensions because we are losing the mosaic so typical of the 
Mediterranean (mixed agro-forestry landscape).

The logical conclusion of these arguments is that the fires in our mountains are 
caused by depopulation and agricultural abandonment. It is in this double line that 
the citizen platforms decided to set up a new meeting for the territory. Of course, 
the coverage area not only includes the areas of the fire but also other towns that 
respond to the same profile.

One of the shortcomings detected in the fire was the helplessness and impotence 
that many people felt when they were evicted from their homes. For this reason, a 
lot of small meetings have taken place in each town to prepare for this meeting 
where information was delivered and also requests compiled from each town to 
deliver them to the politicians who will be invited to the Aplec. The result of these 
meetings is the Manifest de Poble, a living document that is constantly updated. It  
aims to highlight the particular needs that should be addressed to revitalize our 
small rural towns. The link can be found here: https://drive.google.com/file/d/
17H8EY4LTWlImwiusvuXlhv9ScpG3iE9M/view

The 2nd Aplec pel Territori is designed so that scientists, politicians, and people 
from the towns can establish a forum for debating initiatives to energize the towns. 
It is not intended to find guilt but instead to propose solutions and look for places 
where these ideas have already been satisfactory in order to implement them in our 
country.

Thanks in advance for helping us spread the word.

Contact:
• Anna Climent, 635 08 28 13 (only afternoon)
• Email: elcomtat@gmail.com
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